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WESTERN NEW YORK

ONE OF TWENTY COMMUNITIES AWARDED GRANT

 TO CARE FOR LOW-INCOME, UNINSURED POPULATIONS

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Project Designed to Help Local Communities 

Rethink the Financing and Organization of Health Care

Services for a Growing Uninsured Population

PRINCETON N.J. – As the number of uninsured Americans – some 44 million nationwide – continues to rise, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has launched a $16.8 million initiative to help local communities design new ways to fund and deliver health care services to their low-income, uninsured residents.  Western New York was one of twenty communities nationally that have received one-year grants of up to $150,000 to develop programs that will widen access to health care services for their low-income, uninsured populations.  Dr. Thomas Rosenthal, Chair of the SUNY at Buffalo Department of Family Medicine, has been selected to head the WNY Uninsured Trust Fund Coalition, the group receiving the grant. 

With passage of the New York Health Care Reform Act (HCRA) of 2000, the state is poised to become a national leader in providing health coverage for the uninsured with the Adult Health Plus program in the HCRA. However, a significant portion of the working poor will still not be eligible and there are many concerns about how and who will be covered, that the group would like to resolve. “With the support of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this is in an unique opportunity to help address the unanswered questions left by HCRA and do it in a way that our community can afford,” says Jim Bower of the Rich Entertainment Group, an active member of the Coalition. 

The WNY Uninsured Trust Fund Coalition is holding an “Uninsured Summit Meeting” on Thursday, February 3, 2000 from 1–2:30 PM at the Hyatt Regency, Two Fountain Plaza, Buffalo.  “This meeting will give the community the opportunity to become involved, voice ideas, influence emerging State programs, and gain a better understanding of recent developments affecting this initiative,” according to Jenny Bagen, a coordinator of the project. Anyone wishing to attend may call 898-5415 for more information. 

All 20 communities picked (see attached list) were required to have a population of at least 250,000, of which at least 37,500 residents or 15 percent of their populations are low-income, uninsured. The 20 sites were selected from 100 strong applications from communities throughout the United States. The program offers the communities financial and technical help to narrow their uninsured gaps, better organize and promote prevention and early intervention, coordinate and integrate services, monitor access and quality, and spread financial risk among providers.  Through this project, the Foundation hopes to give local communities the resources to improve access to care for low-income uninsured people in a way that best fits the needs of their residents but by relying on a broad based network that includes providers, government officials, business leaders, and consumers. 

The project is divided into two phases.  Phase I covers organization and planning  efforts.  These grants will let communities better understand the extent of their uninsured problem, develop strong consortium with key players, review potential solutions and begin to design their delivery and financing systems.   During Phase II, up to 15 communities from among those recipients of Phase I funds will receive three-year, $700,000 grants for development and implementation of plans. 

 Project leaders are hoping that communities can build on the success of others. The Hillsborough HealthCare System in the Tampa Bay area of Florida is an example of a community model that has been very effective in addressing their uninsured problem.  Created in 1992 to provide health care services to low-income uninsured people, the county-sponsored managed care program enrolls and serves 30,000 uninsured people each year.  By promoting prevention and early intervention and integrating social and medical services in a managed care environment, the program has reduced per capita monthly costs from $600 to $233.


Communities in Charge will be directed by Medimetrix, a national health care management consulting and marketing firm with offices in Cleveland, Denver, and Boston.  They will also provide specialized consulting services to the communities.  For more information, please visit the Communities in Charge website at http://www.communitiesincharge.org.

 The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, based in Princeton NJ, is the nation’s largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care.  It concentrates its grantmaking in three goal areas: to assure that all Americans have access to basic health care at reasonable cost; to improve care and support for people with chronic health conditions; and to reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance abuse – tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs.
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