





For More Information Contact:







Joe Sutherland, 301-652-1558

Deborah Chase 314-436-2004

HOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL

MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2000

ST LOUIS PROJECT AWARDED $150,000 GRANT

 TO EXPAND HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
Community Collaborative Seeks to Offer Medical Home

 To Thousands of Low-Income, Uninsured Working Families

PRINCETON N.J. – St. Louis 2004’s Access to Health Project (AHP) has been awarded a $150,000 grant from The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to increase access to care and close gaps in service delivery for their uninsured residents.  The Access to Health Project, a collaborative effort between the region’s top health leaders and community providers, hopes to improve access to health care by strengthening the safety net and expanding coverage to the uninsured.

Health care leaders involved in the Access to Health Project will use the grant to:  Strengthen the health care safety net so that uninsured individuals can get medical care; complete a plan for providing no-cost or low-cost insurance for working families and individuals who do not have health insurance; and launch an Access Barriers Reduction initiative that will find solutions to circumstances that prevent people from obtaining health care services.

The city’s project is part of the Foundation’s Communities in Charge:  Financing and Delivering Health Care to the Uninsured, which aims to put local communities in charge of solving their health care problems.  As the number of uninsured Americans – some 44 million nationwide – continues to rise, the program provides technical and financial assistance to help locales develop sustainable strategies to fund and deliver health care services to their uninsured residents.  Under the program, 20 communities have received one-year grants of $150,000.  The 20 sites were selected from 100 strong applications from communities throughout the United States. Grantees will spend the year identifying the scope of their uninsured problem, creating broad links with providers and community stakeholders, designing sustainable financing strategies to pay for direct services, and developing an overall framework for health care delivery that meets the needs of their locale.  

“Communities have long borne the brunt of providing health care for the uninsured.  What this project does is give them the opportunity to explore and develop viable models that are unique to the community until the federal or state government devises a broader strategy,” says Terry Stoller of Medimetrix, project director for Communities in Charge. “Through this grant, we hope to begin to break down barriers to health care and provide a health care home to the thousands of uninsured working families in the St. Louis region who do not have access to health care.” says Deborah Chase, project director.  

All 20 communities have a population of at least 250,000, of which at least 37,500 residents or 15 percent of the population are low-income, uninsured.  About 260,000 of the 2.6 million people living in the greater St. Louis metropolitan area lack health insurance.  

The national project is divided into two phases.  Phase I covers organization and planning  efforts.  These grants will let communities better understand the extent of their uninsured problem, develop strong consortium with key players, review potential solutions and begin to design their delivery and financing systems.   During Phase II, up to 15 communities from among those recipients of Phase I funds will receive three-year, $700,000 grants for development and implementation of plans. 

Communities in Charge will be directed by Medimetrix, a national health care management consulting and marketing firm with offices in Cleveland, Denver, and Boston.  They will also provide specialized consulting services to the communities.  For more information, please visit the Communities in Charge website at http://www.communitiesincharge.org.


The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, based in Princeton, NJ, is the nation’s largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care.  It concentrates its grantmaking in three goal areas: to assure that all Americans have access to basic health care at reasonable cost; to improve care and support for people with chronic health conditions; and to reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance abuse – tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs.
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