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The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Awards Jefferson County A Major Grant To Implement A Health System For Uninsured Adults 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has awarded Jefferson County Fiscal Court a major grant of $700,000 to implement a comprehensive, integrated system to deliver health care to uninsured adults.  These funds will be matched by additional funds totalling $780,000 that have been raised from local sources.  

The Louisville and Jefferson County Communities in Charge Coalition, a 96-member coalition of government officials, health care providers, business people, and consumer groups will implement the grant.

In January of last year, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation awarded Jefferson County an initial grant of $150,000 as part of the Communities in Charge process to design an integrated system to deliver health care to the uninsured.  Jefferson County was one of only 20 sites across the country that were selected for the grant.  Today’s announcement of the $700,000 grant marks the successful completion of Phase 1.  Jefferson County joins an even more select group of only 14 sites across the nation who were awarded Phase 2 Communities in Charge grants to implement their designs.

Jefferson County Judge Executive Rebecca Jackson and Louisville Mayor made the announcement at a meeting of the Louisville and Jefferson County Communities in Charge Coalition held at the Health Department this morning. 

“The grant will allow us to implement a system to bring better health care to uninsured adults between the ages of 19 and 64 whose incomes are below 200% of federally established poverty levels,” said Judge Jackson.  “These people are too old to qualify for KCHIP (the Kentucky Children’s Health Insurance Program) and too young to qualify for Medicare.”

An estimated 45,000 adults may qualify under the new system.  Despite continued job growth and low unemployment, the number of uninsured adults continues to grow both nationally and locally.  Many of the new uninsured work in service industry jobs that do not offer health benefits or who cannot afford to purchase company health insurance.  

“It’s no longer just a question of having a heart,” said Louisville Mayor David Armstrong,  “An integrated health care delivery system has become a necessity for our continued job growth and for the economic well-being of our area.”

The new plan, called HealthNet, will set up a web-enabled computer system to track and coordinate care among health providers.  Although the plan does not provide insurance coverage, it will allow for much easier access to a health care for uninsured adults. HealthNet will also facilitate better coordinated care when uninsured adults go to clinics or emergency rooms.  

Healthnet will also include case managers to advise and coordinate the treatment of people with chronic health conditions such as diabetes and high blood pressure.  Case managers will try to keep these people healthy and out of the hospital, reducing instances of expensive hospital treatment.

HealthNet will also include a telephone help line which will be staffed 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  This service will allow access to a medical professional who will advise the caller of what to do about a medical problem.  Depending on the severity of the problem, for instance, the caller might be referred to a participating health provider or might be advised to go to the hospital emergency room.  

HealthNet will also coordinate evening hours among participating providers so that if one provider does not have office hours on a given evening, the caller may be referred to one who does.

HealthNet will be developed and phased in over the next three years.  It is estimated that it will take approximately 13 months to develop the system and enrollment will begin thereafter.  Local matching funds include the following: Jefferson County Fiscal Court, $150,000; City of Louisville, $150,000; University Hospital, $150,00; University Health Care, Inc., $150,000; Jewish Hospital HealthCare Services, $75,000; Norton Healthcare, $75,000; Family Health Centers, $12,000; Park DuValle Community Health Center, $12,000; Caritas Health Services, $6,000.

Communities in Charge is directed by Medimetrix, a national health care business consulting and marketing firm with offices in Cleveland and Denver.  Medimetrix will also provide specialized consulting services to the grantee communities.  For more information, please visit the Communities in Charge website at <<www.communitiesincharge.org >>.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, based in Princeton, N.J., is the nation's largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care.  It concentrates its grantmaking in three goal areas: to assure that all Americans have access to basic health care at reasonable cost; to improve care and support for people with chronic health conditions; and to reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance abuse -- tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs.
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