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HIP receives $700,000 national grant to improve health care system 

for the uninsured in Eastern Washington

(Spokane, WA, January 31, 2001) – The Health Improvement Partnership (HIP) announced today that it has received a $700,000 Communities in Charge grant from The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  These funds will support HIP’s Inland Northwest in Charge initiative, an effort to improve financing and delivery of health care to the uninsured in Eastern Washington. Eastern Washington is one of only 14 sites nationwide to receive this funding.   

Inland Northwest in Charge is a collaboration of health care providers, hospitals, HMOs, commercial insurance companies, consumers, businesses, policy leaders, human service professionals, and community leaders representing an 11-county region(.  For the past year, participants have researched how Eastern Washington’s health care system affects uninsured people, identified barriers in the system, and planned potential solutions. 

There are approximately 100,000 uninsured people in Eastern Washington, or about 18 percent of the population.
  Of those 100,000 an estimated 36,000 people are eligible for low-cost or no-cost health insurance through Washington sponsored health plans.  “If all eligible people were enrolled in programs like Medicaid, Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and Basic Health, Eastern Washington would gain approximately $61 million a year in the form of new health care payments,” said Dan Baumgarten, Executive Director for the Health Improvement Partnership.  “Most importantly people would have good access to preventive and ongoing health care services.”

Many uninsured people do not receive the preventive care they need to stay healthy and often wait until a health care crisis before seeking treatment – usually in an emergency room.  In addition to the price people pay for poor health, uninsured patients cost Eastern Washington hospitals $25 million in 1999 in uncompensated and charity care
.  These costs are passed on to consumers through increased premium rates and higher taxes.   

The program’s initial focus is to enroll eligible residents in free or low-cost state health plans.  People who do not have health insurance should call Health For All at (509) 444-3066 or toll free at 866-444-3066.  A public service campaign will begin airing on TV in February to create awareness for all children’s health care programs.  The PSA campaign will be expanded later to include adult populations.

The initiative also has a number of long-term goals.  A few examples include:

· Developing new insurance options for those people who are uninsured but do not qualify for state-sponsored health insurance programs. 

· Improving health care in priority areas such as access to pharmaceuticals, dental care and care management for chronic health conditions.

· Continuing focus on discovering and implementing new opportunities to improve the health care system.

Baumgarten also said the grant offers an unprecedented opportunity to make Eastern Washington communities stronger and healthier.  “Everyone has a role – whether it is informing uninsured family members or friends about programs that exist, making sure you are getting annual check-ups or calling Health For All and speaking out about a healthcare concern you have and discussing ways to solve it,” he said.  “If everyone is getting sustained preventive health care we all benefit.”

HIP also expects to receive an additional $916,000 this spring from a Health Resources and Services Administration Community Access Program (HRSA – CAP) grant.   According to Baumgarten,  “We have been told from HRSA officials that unless something changes at the Federal level, HIP will likely receive this funding around March first of this year.  Coupled with other smaller grants, this would mean a total of   $2 million in our region to pilot innovative new approaches for serving the uninsured”   HIP is only one of seven communities nationwide slated to get both The Robert Wood Johnson Communities in Charge grant and the HRSA – CAP grant.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, based in Princeton, N.J., is the nation’s largest philanthropy devoted exclusively to health and health care.  It concentrates its grant making in three goal areas: to assure that all Americans have access to basic health care at reasonable cost; to improve care and support for people with chronic health conditions; and to reduce the personal, social and economic harm caused by substance abuse – tobacco, alcohol and illicit drugs.

HIP was launched in 1994 as a nonprofit organization designed to promote collaboration and catalyze breakthroughs in community health.  Thousands of individuals and over 400 organizations have participated in HIP-related activities.  HIP currently coordinates initiatives in areas such as health care access, quality childcare, welfare-to-work, prevention for at-risk youth and a community report card.

###

For more information about HIP please see their website, www.hipspokane.org 

For more information about The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation please see their website, www.rwjf.org.
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� Washington State Office of Financial Management, 1998 General Population Survey.


� WA DOH Website: www.doh.wa.gov/EHSPL/hospdata/00_YE/








